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Section 1: Community Location and Population Information
 
Question 1a:
Please provide the following information on your community.
Question 1b:
Does your municipality support this application? 
Question 1c:
Do you have a letter from the municipality showing their support?
Note: This is a mandatory requirement to participate in the pilot. You must include a copy of the letter of support with this form.
Help:
             • The organization submitting this application must be a local community-based economic development organization. This could include Community Futures Organizations and Chambers of Commerce, other independent or not-for-profit economic development organizations, or a hybrid organization of a municipality with an independent board of directors made up of different community stakeholders. 
             • Municipal support for pilot participation is required. Please include a letter of support from your local municipal leader, such as your mayor, chair, warden, or reeve,     with your submission.
Question 1d:
Does your community have a total population of 50,000 people or less?
If not, does your community have a population of up to 200,000 people and is it remotely located from other large population centres in Canada (see Help below)?
Question 1e:
Is your community located further than commuting distance (approx. 75km) from the core of a Census Metropolitan area (CMA)? 
Help:
             • Commuting distance refers to the most direct route, calculated in kilometers, to the population core. For communities to be eligible, the distance must be more than 75          kilometers.
             • Find your population data from the 2016 Census subdivisions.
             • Statistics Canada’s Index of Remoteness can support your assessment of remoteness. It’s determined by two key parameters: proximity to another centre offering public          services and population size. Find the remoteness index of your community. For the purposes of the pilot, IRCC will consider a remoteness index of 0.25 or higher to indicate          that the community is remote.
      • Reminder: Eligible communities have a population size of 50,000 people or less, and are located more than commuting distance from a Census Metropolitan Area.          Larger communities of up to 200,000 located within Census Metropolitan Areas may be considered if they are remote as compared to other large Canadian centres.
             • Please contact us at IRCC.ImmigrationRural-RuraleImmigration.IRCC@cic.gc.ca should you require guidance on whether your community is eligible for this pilot. 
Question 1f:
According to the 2016 census, what percentages of your population have knowledge of: 
%
%
Question 1g:
Help:
You may wish to include information about how other municipalities in your region may participate in or benefit from the pilot (if you’re selected), and your relationships and/or interdependencies with them.  
 Section 2: Tell us why your community should participate in the pilot
Question 2a:
Help:
             • Show why your community wants to participate in the pilot and the outcomes you expect.
             • Describe what will make your community attractive for, and welcoming to, new immigrants. 
             • Describe the results of any similar initiatives including the impact of immigration on your community. 
Question 2b:
 
Does your community have key institutions and services to support and settle new immigrants in the community? Select all that apply:
Help:
             • Include information on any key institutions and services that provide French and/or bilingual services.
             • Services or institutions are based in the community and support the community’s ability to attract and retain new immigrants. These could be formal or informal, public, private          or volunteer-based organizations. 
Question 2c:
Tips:
             • Resources or institutions are those community-based individuals or groups that can be convened to support your community’s participation in the pilot. These could be formal
         or informal, public, private or volunteer-based organizations. 
             • The expected role of the community is outlined in the accompanying backgrounder. Please consider this role when detailing what resources and institutions exist to support.
Question 2c:
Has your community implemented initiatives to attract and retain newcomers, from within or outside of Canada, in the past? 
Help:
             • Include any initiatives led by different local organizations. 
             • Include immigration success stories from your community. Tell us about how your community has taken part in initiatives to settle immigrants, including refugees.
             • Refrain from including personal information in your examples.
 Section 3: Tell us about your local economy
Question 3a:
Does your community have a current economic development plan in place?
Note: This is a mandatory requirement for participation in the pilot. You must include a copy of your community’s economic development plan with this form.  
Question 3b:
Does your economic development plan identify strategies to help underrepresented groups enter the labour market (including youth, women, Indigenous peoples, and recent newcomers)? 
Question 3c:
Does your economic development plan consider immigration a tool to support local labour market and economic development needs? 
Question 3d:
Help:
             • Include information about the major industries and employers that form the local labour market.
             • Describe potential growth areas in your economy and areas that have declined.
             • Describe any seasonal or cyclical trends affecting the local economy.
Question 3e:
 
Does your community have sectors in need of workers? If yes, identify them:
Question 3f:
Help:
             • Describe your community’s labour market needs and how you’ve tried to fulfill them. Include the major employers and sectors in need of employees and, if available, the          number of jobs they’re trying to fill.
             • Identify if your community has relied on temporary foreign workers to fill jobs.
             • Detail, to the extent possible, the type and number of job openings that are unfilled. 
Question 3g:
Help:
             • Find current unemployment rates.
             • Explain why your region may be temporarily experiencing higher levels of unemployment. 
             • Include any factors that support your community’s need for new immigrants to contribute to labour market and economic development in the region.
 Section 4: Tell us how you can be an active partner in the pilot
Question 4a:
Help:
Detail your organization’s commitment to representing the community during the pilot. Include how your organization will:
             • Promote the community to interested foreign nationals and work with employers to match them to jobs.
             • Assess and endorse applications from foreign nationals based on predetermined criteria.
             • Link newcomers to the supports necessary to help settle them into your community.
Question 4b:
Do you have the support of at least one local/regional immigrant serving organization, which could include a Local Immigration Partnership or a Réseau en immigration francophone?
If yes, do you have a letter of support from one or more of these organizations?
Note: This is a mandatory requirement to participate in the pilot. You must include a copy of this letter of support with this form.
Help:
             • The letter confirms that you have developed a connection with at least one regional organization with expertise and resources to support new immigrants. These organizations         can help support new immigrants settling in your community.
             • An immigrant-serving organization can be provincially and/or federally funded. 
             • Find an IRCC-funded organization in your area.
             • Communities with French-speaking populations may wish to highlight support from a Francophone settlement organization.
Question 4c:
Question 4d:
How will your community provide mentoring and/or networking opportunities for new immigrants who arrive through the pilot to match them with established members of the community?
Help:
             • The strategy can be developed at either the local or regional level. 
             • Local/regional immigrant-serving organizations, places of worship, ethno-cultural centres, and other community organizations often have experience and resources delivering          these types of community connection supports. 
             • Note: It will be mandatory for selected communities to put a strategy in place before welcoming the first newcomers. 
Question 4e:
Does your community have services, institutions, and infrastructure that support integrating French-speakers?
Help:
             • Indicate which type of services, institutions and infrastructure support French speakers in your community. Include any primary/secondary French schools, hospitals,          community centres, etc.
             • Include if it’s possible to work in French in the community. 
Question 4f:
Question 4g:
Help:
Speak to your willingness to facilitate an ongoing dialogue about increasing immigration to your community through this pilot.
 
Section 5: Supporting documentation
 
These documents must be included in your application:
You can also include other documents or media files that support your submission. Include anything that supports how you’ve described your community’s economy and readiness to welcome new immigrants.
  Section 6: Consents
Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada will use the information provided in this form to select communities for participation in the Rural and Northern Immigration Pilot. For this purpose, the information may be shared with other federal departments and with the provincial or territorial government where your community is located. Do you consent to the sharing of this information with other federal departments and representatives from your province/territory in the selection process?
If selected to participate in the pilot, is your community willing to publish its name as a participating community, and the names of employers seeking to fill job vacancies through the pilot?
If selected to participate in the pilot, does your community commit to collecting data and information to support the effective monitoring and evaluation of the pilot to determine if it is meeting its objectives?
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